Present

TILEHURST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at
7.30pm on Tuesday 14 October 2025 in the Main Hall, Calcot

Parish Councillors:  Mr C Taylor (Chairman), Ms J Stewart, Mrs P Furlong-King,

Mrs H Manghnani, Mr A Linden, Mrs R Reynolds

District Councillors: Mr C Taylor, Ms J Stewart

Public:

Two members of the public

In attendance: Miss J Major (Clerk), Miss S Williams (minutes), Mr G Mepham

(Berkshire Youth)

Mr Taylor opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and reminding them that the
meeting would be recorded for minute-taking purposes.

25/124
a)

b)

c)

Open Forum
Members of the public —there were no comments or questions

Councillors — there were no comments or questions

Berkshire Youth presentation — A report had been circulated before the meeting.
Mr Taylor welcomed Mr Mepham to the meeting, and Mr Mepham introduced
himself. He said he recognised the need to increase youth club numbers and
this was being worked on. He thanked the Parish Council for subsidising young
people involved in the Tilehurst Youth Programme going on the ice skating trip;
15 places had already been taken by them. He explained that the Berkshire
Youth team working on the project was now himself, Debbie Dye (admin and
finances) and Maria Shackell, youth worker.

A question was raised as to whether youth clubs are the right type of activity for
modern young people, and Mr Mepham agreed that this needed to be reviewed.

In response to a query about needing more volunteers if numbers attending
were increased, he explained that Jessica Kirby was now responsible for
volunteer recruitment. Mr Taylor said there were currently five volunteers, but
some had limited availability.

Mr Mepham was thanked and he left the meeting.

25/125

Apologies for absence: Apologies had been received from Parish Councillors

Mr N Furlong-King, Mrs R Braine, Mr R Loaring, Mr F Royal, Mrs S Vickers, Mrs C Basden and

Mr J Lally

25/126

Declarations of interest:

Mrs P Furlong-King declared an interest in item 25/133-3 Councillor absence and would
abstain from voting
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25/127 Approval and adoption of minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on
9 September: The draft minutes had been circulated before the meeting and were taken as
read and signed by the Chairman

25/128 Matters arising: There were no matters arising

25/129  Planning:

a) Decisions — see Appendix A
b) New applications — see Appendix B
c) Eastern Area — the Clerk would advise if there was anything relevant on the

agenda of the meeting on 5 November so that the parish could be represented.

25/130 District Councillors’ report: Mr Taylor and Ms Stewart had submitted reports
before the meeting — see Appendices C and D. There were no comments or questions.

25/131 Clerk’s report: The report had been circulated before the meeting — see
Appendix E.

The Clerk said delivery of the newsletter was underway, due to be completed by the end of
the week. Deliveries to split roads would need to be arranged and a list would be circulated
when the surplus reports and been received. There had already been positive feedback.
Mr Taylor agreed, saying residents had approached him to thank him for the newsletter.

A public meeting to discuss Local Government Reorganisation had been arranged for
7.30pm on Monday 20 October at Calcot, and would be attended by representatives from
West Berkshire and Reading Borough Councils. In response to a query from Mr Taylor, the
Clerk confirmed there would be no joint discussion, the presentations would be separate.
The meeting had been publicised on the web site and social media, information about it had
been sent for inclusion in the Residents’ Weekly Bulletin and would be circulated to the
newsletter distribution list.

The Clerk explained that, for this year, Assertion 10 required web sites and clerk e-mails to
have .gov or .org domain names. Councillors having .gov or .org e-mails was not yet
compulsory but was likely to be next year, when there would also be other requirements.
She would make a checklist for discussion at the next meeting.

25/132 Interim Internal Control Audit Report: The report had been circulated before
the meeting and was noted. The Clerk explained it was currently about three-quarters of

the way through the annual cycle, which was expected to be completed by Christmas.

Mr Taylor queried why staff appraisals were no longer included. The Clerk confirmed it was
a BALC template, and she’d check if staff appraisals should be added back in.
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25/133 Resolutions

25/133-1 Updated project list: The list had been circulated before the meeting. After
discussion, it was agreed that priority for the next financial year should be given to:

e resurfacing the footpath from Warbreck Drive to Downs Way (project number 40);
e resurfacing the car park at Turnhams Farm (2);

e providing skate park or similar at Calcot (10);

¢ Installing a DDA gate/A frame from Sulham Lane at Cornwell (7); and

e installing solar panels on community buildings (12).

The Clerk would investigate and advise which projects could be funded from reserves.
25/133-2 Budget setting for 2026/27: A report had been circulated before the meeting.

After discussion, it was agreed to accept all the recommended changes to operational
budgets, and that the maximum percentage increase should be 10%.

25/133-3 Councillor Absence: Background information had been circulated before the
meeting.

It was agreed to approve an absence of up to six months for Councillor N Furlong-King, in
accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Section 85(1)(2).

25/133-4 Temporary Internal Control Auditor: The Clerk explained that, as approval had
been given for Mr Furlong-King to be absent for up to six months, a temporary Internal
Control Auditor would be needed.

Mrs Manghnani had been covering the role for the previous six months and it was
unanimously agreed that she should continue.

25/133-5 Energy Performance Certificate for the Cotswold Sports Centre: A report had
been circulated before the meeting. The Clerk explained that it is a legal requirement for
the landlord to provide the certificate at the start of a new lease.

After discussion, it was unanimously agreed that an Energy Performance Certificate be
commissioned for the Cotswold Sports Centre, and that a budget of £1,950.00 plus VAT be

allowed.

25/133-6 Recycling units at Cotswold Sports Centre: A report had been circulated before
the meeting.

It was unanimously agreed that permission should not be given to move two recycling bins
to the recreation ground car park.
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25/134 Review of financial position and payments for September 2025: The
information had been circulated before the meeting and was noted. The Clerk explained
that hall income from the Jubilee Annexe and Cornwell Centre were lower than expected,
but this would be monitored until the annual review of hire charges. She also said there
were already overspends on some budgets.

25/135 Chairman’s remarks: Mr Taylor encouraged as many as possible to attend the
Local Government Reorganisation meeting on 20 October. He also said he’d been doing
detached youth work for some time and, recently, had seen more young people on the
recreation grounds, and they had been more engaging and welcoming than previously
which was very encouraging. He said the MUGA and gym equipment was very popular.

25/136 Exclusion of public and Press: It was unanimously resolved that, in view of the
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, pursuant to the Bodies
(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, section 1(2), the public and Press be excluded and asked
to withdraw for the remaining item(s) on the agenda.
Miss Williams left the meeting.

PART Il
25/137 Performance-related staff salary increases: A confidential report setting out the
Staffing Committee’s recommendations was presented. Following discussion, it was
unanimously agreed to accept the committee’s recommendations, which are detailed
separately and will be signed by the Chairman.

The meeting finished at 9.45pm

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 11 November 2025

Chairman

117



Appendix A — Decisions

25/01798/CERTP 6 Broadlands Close, Calcot Refused
Erection of a single storey rear extension in materials to match
existing

25/01470/HOUSE 150 Long Lane, Tilehurst Granted

Proposed new detached garage to front of existing dwelling
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Appendix B — New Planning applications

The following application was received on the day of the September meeting, too late to be
discussed that evening, so comments were agreed by e-mail and submitted under the Clerk’s
delegated authority:

25/01984/HOUSE 55 Warborough Avenue, Tilehurst
Two storey side and single storey rear extension with new front
porch

This Council has no objections to the proposal

New applications discussed on 14 October are below.

25/01965/HOUSE 8 Devonshire Gardens, Tilehurst
Single storey rear extension plus loft conversion
This Council has no objections to the proposal

25/02094/HOUSE 18 Bowfell Close, Tilehurst

Proposed single storey side and front extension to form porch
This Council objects to the proposal because there is no evidence that there is sufficient
off-road parking

25/02141/HOUSE 4 The Hydes, Tilehurst — adjacent parish (Purley on Thames)
Proposed side/front two-storey extension and front single storey
hall extension and front single storey hall extension. “Cedral” type
weather-board cladding to first floor front and sides to cover
render

This Council objects to the proposal and supports the objections raised by Purley on

Thames Parish Council

25/02136/HOUSE 1 Causmans Way, Tilehurst
Retrospective planning gate installation
This Council has no objections to the proposal

25/02047/FUL Sainsbury’s, Savacentre, Calcot
Removal of existing plant equipment, installation of new air source
heat pumps and gas coolers and relocation of existing solar panels
This Council has no objections to the proposal

25/02149/HOUSE 18 Childrey Way, Tilehurst
New front pitched roof and internal alterations
This Council has no objections to the proposal

25/02165/HOUSE 4 Cranmer Close, Tilehurst

Garage conversion and single storey side extension
This Council objects to the proposal as the off-road parking seems to be insufficient and
there could be issues with cars protruding on to the pavement
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25/02125/HOUSE 62 Longworth Avenue, Tilehurst
Part two-storey, part single-storey rear extension, first floor side
extension, front porch extension, and associated internal
alterations

This Council objects to the proposal as more detail and clarification are needed in regard

to off-road car parking

25/02256/HOUSE Crevan, Beal’s Lane, Tilehurst
Replacement garage and entrance gate
This Council has no objections to the proposal

25/02146/0UTMA) Whitehart Meadow, High Street, Theale (adjacent parish)
Outline planning application for construction of 40no. residential
dwellings. Matters to be considered: Access

This Council objects to the proposal and supports the objections raised by Theale Parish

Council and NHS BOBICB
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Appendix C — Mr C Taylor’s District Councillor’s report

In the past month | have attended the following meetings:

September Exec. | presented the Unison petition with 1,450+ signatures calling for three
Resource Day Centres (including Greenfield House) to be kept open and under WBC control. At
the meeting, the council announced withdrawal of its review complying in full the petition. A
great result but disappointing that staff and centre users had a six month period of great
uncertainty and anxiety.

At the same meeting | questioned why the Calcot School rebuild had still not commenced
despite nearly £500k being allocated in this year’s budget. The Leader spent most of his
response questioning me on a totally different matter and gave me little confidence the project
is about to start. | will continue to pursue this.

Extraordinary Council meeting to elect two councillors to Hermitage Parish Council which had
received a large number of resignations and could no longer achieve a quorum. An unusual
situation but good to see WBC step in so quickly to help a parish council through a crisis.

Young People and Children’s Scrutiny committee. My second meeting. My main contribution
was to question why the yet-to-be-appointed young people on the committee were required to
be "non-political" (when the councillors are "political") and why they did not seem to be
encouraged to attend in person. My concerns received considerable support and officers agreed
to review these requirements and report back.

Corporate Parenting Panel. My second meeting. Several reports were considered and | raised
guestions on all of them, particularly regarding whether our “corporate parenting” and
complaint handling were getting better or worse.

Eastern Area Planning. Site visit and planning meeting for the Linnett Close application for four
homes (two x semi detached) with a public green area at the rear. There were many objectors at
the visit. One objector gave an excellent account of their case at the meeting, and Clir Stewart
gave an excellent statement on behalf of the Parish Council. The outcome was to delegate
officers to approve unless certain conditions could not be met, particularly for the public space,
in which case the application should be refused. | was the only councillor to vote against having
concluded a full refusal was the best outcome. The Parish Council is likely to be involved in
discussions about the public space before a final decision is reached.

Member Development Committee, which determines training and resource requirements for
councillors in the coming year. Officers seem to have this well organised but data provided
showed a rather high number of councillors not attending recommended training. The
recommended training is often an update or repeat of previous training.

WABC 2025 Youth Survey feedback meeting. The survey covers the whole of West Berks, and
councillors were offered briefings on results in their area, eg Tilehurst, which | took up. | am
awaiting a chart pack following the briefing but the overall results seem to show a slightly more
positive result than for West Berks as a whole. I'll share details asap.

Regarding new case work, | took urgent action to get Pincents Hill reopened following a virtually
unannounced closure trapping people in their homes for over two days with no vehicle access. |
have received apologies from WBC and Thames Water who appeared not to realise Pincents Lane is
no longer a through road, so overlooked how people might be able to travel from or to their homes.

ReadiBus: | have tabled a question for this week’s full council to try to determine what is going on
with the two to three year payment dispute affecting our elderly or less mobile residents who
desperately need this service.

| continue to listen to residents’ quite varied views on local government reorganisation, and have
attended public or parish meetings in Tilehurst, Calcot, Theale, Burghfield and Hungerford, with
more to come.
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Appendix D — Ms J Stewart’s District Councillor’s report

Council — Extraordinary Full Council meeting held on 11 September to discuss delegate power to
enable the continued functioning of Hermitage Parish Council. The next meeting is on 16 October.

Executive — met on 25 September to discuss Adult Social Care Annual Report 2024/25, Section 20
Payment Policy, Faraday Road 3G Pitch Development, 2025/26 Performance Report Q1, Contract for
Award Under Delegated Authority from Executive, Capital Financing Report Financial Year 2025/26
Quarter One, 2025/26 Revenue Financial Performance: Q1. The next meeting is on 6 November.

Local Government Reorganisation

Ridgeway or Reading — Public events attended by West Berkshire Council and/or Reading Borough
Council have been held in the east of West Berkshire to help residents understand the different
proposals.

Health and Social Care

Resource Centres — Following pressure from residents and councillors, WBC has announced it will
continue to run the Resource Centres, including Greenfield House, directly. To ensure long-term
sustainability, complementary services will be co-located in the same buildings.

Annual Report — WBC has published the Annual Report for Adult Social Care 2024/25, showcasing a
year of resilience, innovation, and continued commitment to supporting the district’s most
vulnerable residents. The report has also helped identify key priorities for the coming year, which
will shape the development of a refreshed Adult Social Care Strategy.

Book vaccinations now — Flu vaccines are available for people aged 65 and over, children aged two
to 16, pregnant women, those with long-term health conditions, carers, and care home residents.
COVID-19 boosters start from 1 October and are offered to people aged 75 and over, pregnant
women, those with weakened immune systems, and front line health and care workers. Respiratory
Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccines are available for people aged 75 to 79, pregnant women from 28
weeks, and those vulnerable to chest infections. Vaccinations are available at GP surgeries,
pharmacies, schools, maternity services, and community clinics.

Education

Learner driver courses — Schools are invited to sign up for GoDrive, West Berkshire’s free Young Driver
Intervention Programme. Designed specifically for those aged 16 and over, GoDrive is designed to
give young people the tools and confidence to become safer drivers and more responsible passengers,
especially when travelling with peers.

Current Consultation

e Springfield Primary School - School Streets Scheme - Closes 2 December 2025

Parish Matters

Oliver Copse — Clirs Stewart and Taylor met the owners of Oliver Copse to discuss concerns about
local residents creating gates on to the land from their boundary fences, apparently in order to
dump their garden waste there. Advice from WBC’s Countryside Team is being sought as to what
actions can be taken given the copse is privately owned.
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Appendix E - Clerk’s report

1.0 Background

1.1 This report provides information about activities undertaken by the Clerk and other team
members and gives updates on matters of relevance to the Council.

2.0 Activity updates

2.1 The Clerk has contacted 13 local building firms about the repairs to be carried out to the
changing rooms at Calcot but is no further forward with obtaining additional quotations.
The Loss Adjustor appointed by the Parish’s insurers has suggested that the one quotation
received seems reasonable but further quotations are needed to progress the claim.

2.2 Berkshire Youth has invoiced for Q1 delivery. The original invoice had to be returned as it
was incorrect. The revised invoice has been verified and will be settled in due course.

2.3 The Clerk received an updated draft lease for the Cotswold Sports Centre, but further
amendments are required. The Clerk and an Officer have spent a considerable amount of
time reviewing the document, with all additional comments being returned to the Parish’s
solicitors. It is hoped that the updated draft will be ready for circulation to members, before
being sent to West Berkshire Council, in the next few weeks.

2.4 Printing and delivery of the hard copy newsletter has been agreed. There was a few issues
with the delivery address lists (for example, some roads not being in parish), so quite a bit of
time was spent checking and updating the lists to make sure they are correct. The
contractor has scheduled the bulk of the deliveries to be made between 9 and 16 October.
The remaining copies will be picked up and there will be around 500 deliveries to be carried
out on split roads.

Total project cost £1,722.29 (£1,148.41 for distribution and £573.88 for the printing).

2.5 Mr Taylor and the Clerk attended a meeting where representatives from Reading Borough
Council gave a presentation on the Local Government Reorganisation. The slides have been
circulated to Members.

2.6 The Clerk hosted an SLCC branch training day on Thursday 18 September. The main focus of
the training was the requirement for councils to meet the criteria for the new Assertion 10
on the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26.

Assertion 10 will require councils to use a council-owned domain for email and to operate

accessible websites, and it also explicitly requires parish and town councils to:

e Comply with the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data
Protection Act 2018

e Process personal data lawfully, fairly, and in line with UK GDPR principles

e Recognise their roles as both a Data Controller and a Data Processor

2.7 The Members’ Bid Application, previously discussed with members, was submitted to West
Berkshire Council before the deadline of Monday 13 October.
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2.8

2.9

2.10

3.0

3.1

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

5.0

5.1

Mr Taylor, Mr Linden and the Clerk attended an Ask the Leader session organised by West
Berkshire Council specifically for parishes in the east of the district. At the meeting the
Leader of West Berkshire Council, Jeff Brooks, introduced further service delivery offers,
confirming that full details would be given at the District Parish Conference. He also gave a
brief presentation on Local Government Reorganisation.

A date has yet to be set for the meeting to discuss the Tilehurst Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP). The Clerk remains in contact with the Planning Consultants, and it
is hoped that this can be confirmed within the next few weeks.

A residents’ meeting to discuss the Local Government Reorganisation has been confirmed
for Monday 20 October 2025 and will be advertised as widely as possible. Representatives
from both Reading Borough Council and West Berkshire Council will be present to provide
information on the proposed reorganisation, giving residents the opportunity to ask
guestions and share their views.

Audit and Finances

A request for additional information was received from PKF Littlejohn LLP and was duly
submitted by the Clerk. The limited assurance review for year ended 31 March 2025: Section
3 of the AGAR has now been signed off with no matters arising or actions to be taken. The
Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been completed by the Clerk and, as required, is displayed
on the noticeboard at the parish office and on the parish council’s website.

Other matters

Councillor training has been booked and several spaces have been reserved on the “Digital
and Data Compliance” sessions being held on various dates between now and January 2026.
The Clerk is due to attend the training on Thursday 16 October.

The next West Berkshire District Parish Conference is scheduled for 6.30pm on Tuesday
21 October in the Council Chamber at Newbury. It is also possible to join remotely. The
agenda will be circulated once received.

The Staffing Committee met on 6 October to review the Facilities Assistant job description.
Following a few updates, the advertisement will be placed on Indeed, as well as the Parish
website and noticeboards.

Priorities for October 2025 — this item gives information on upcoming priorities of the Clerk
and officers over the coming month(s).

Cotswold Sports Centre

e Reviewing leases for the sports centre, overflow car park and tennis courts

e Reviewing the supplemental agreement which forms the basis of the Parish’s
contribution towards the running and maintenance of the sports centre
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5.2

53

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

6.0

6.1

6.2

Calcot Centre repairs

e Progressing repairs to the Main Hall kitchen wall. Additional quotes have been received
and submitted to the third party’s insurance company

e Seeking quotes and progressing repairs to the changing room end of the building

Carrying out recommendations made in the Legionella and Fire Risk Assessments.

Progressing works recommended in the tree survey.

Obtaining quotes for resurfacing the uneven footpath between the courts and Downsway
Primary School.

Advertising the role of Facilities Assistant, shortlisting and preparing for interviews and
appointment.

Preparing the 2026/27 draft budgets.
Preparing for the 2025/26 interim Internal Audit meeting.

Further reports
The Clerk will provide further updates at the meeting as necessary.

Members are asked to note this report.
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