



TILEHURST   PARISH   COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 10 February 2026 in the Main Hall, Calcot

Present
Parish Councillors: 	Mr C Taylor (Chairman), Ms J Stewart, Mr A Linden, Mrs S Vickers, Mr J Lally, Mr R Loaring, Mr F Royal
District Councillors: 	Ms J Stewart, Mr C Taylor
Public: 	Six members of the public 
In attendance:	Miss J Major (Clerk), Miss S Williams (minutes)

Mr Taylor opened the meeting by welcoming those present and saying the meeting would be recorded for minute-taking purposes.  He explained to the five members of the public from Calcot Park that they would be able to speak about the two applications a little later on the agenda.

26/013	Open Forum
a) Members of the public – there were no comments or questions
b)	Councillors – there were no comments or questions 

26/014	Apologies for absence:  Apologies had been received from Parish Councillors Mrs R Reynolds, Mrs R Braine, Mrs H Manghnani, Mrs P Furlong-King, and District Councillors Mr R Somner and Mr B Oloko

26/015	Declarations of interest:  None relevant to the agenda

26/016	Approval and adoption of minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 January 2026:  The draft minutes had been circulated before the meeting and were taken as read and signed by the Chairman

26/017	Matters arising:  The Clerk and Mr Taylor explained that the statutory public consultation on Local Government Review (LGR) for the three Oxfordshire proposals would be open until 26 March.  As per the discussion at the January meeting, Mr Taylor, Ms Stewart and the Clerk would consider the options for holding surgeries, and this would be an item on the agenda of the next meeting.  

26/018	Planning:
a)			Decisions 		– see Appendix A
b)			New applications	– see Appendix B

Five members of the public left during the above item.

c)		Eastern Area 	– the Clerk would advise if there was anything relevant on the agenda of the meeting on 4 March so that the parish could be represented.

26/019	District Councillors’ report:  Ms Stewart and Mr Taylor had submitted reports before the meeting – see Appendices C and D.  There were no comments or questions.

26/020	Clerk’s report:  The report had been circulated before the meeting – see Appendix E.  

The Clerk said the £5,000 Members’ Bid funding for the new swing and surface at Cornwell recreation ground had been received from West Berkshire Council.

With regard to item 4.4 of her report, she explained that, as the proposed changes were outside the scope of the existing lease, she believed a formal agreement would need to be put in place.  She was seeking legal advice on the best way to achieve that.  She had not yet received the official application for the changes from West Berkshire Council.

26/021	Assertion 10 checklist:  The updated checklist had been circulated before the meeting and was noted.  The Clerk explained that the deadline for compliance was financial year-end, ie 31 March 2026.

26/022	Final Internal Control Audit Report:  The final report had been circulated before the meeting and, after discussion, was noted.

26/023	Resolutions

26/023-1	Model Publication Scheme:  The document had been circulated before the meeting.  The Clerk explained its purpose and, after discussion, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Model Publication Scheme.

26/023-2	Data Protection and Retention policy:  The document had been circulated before the meeting and the Clerk gave some additional background.  In response to a query, it was agreed that the Clerk would double-check the minimum retention period for financial documentation.  

After discussion, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Data Protection and Retention policy subject to the retention period for financial information being correct. 

26/023-3	Data Audit:  The document had been circulated before the meeting.  Ms Stewart pointed out that not all councillor contact information was publicly available.  The Clerk would change the wording slightly to say it was “publicly available provided permission had been given”.

It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Data Audit with the amended wording.

26/023-4	Barton Rovers Football Club annual tournament:  Some background had been circulated before the meeting.  

It was unanimously agreed to permit Barton Rovers Football Club to use Turnhams Farm recreation ground (for parking) and changing rooms for its annual tournament on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 July, subject to the usual conditons.

26/023-5	Donation of litter pickers to Little Heath Foundation:  It had been remotely agreed before the meeting that 15 litters pickers should be donated to Little Heath Foundation for use by Little Heath School, and the decision was unanimously ratified.

26/023-6	Westwood Farm Community Association’s Easter Farm and Party in the Park:  Background information had been circulated before the meeting.  

After discussion, it was unanimously agreed to give Westwood Farm Community Association permission, with the conditions set out in the circulated document, to hold: 

a) its Easter Farm on Sunday 5 April on Cotswold recreation ground; and 
b) a Party in the Park on Saturday 23 May on Cotswold recreation ground.

26/023-7	Westwood Wanderers Football Club annual tournament:  A report setting out health and safety concerns and considerations had been circulated before the meeting. 

After discussion, it was unanimously agreed to refuse to permit Westwood Wanderers Football Club to use Cotswold recreation ground as parking for its tournament at Denefield School on Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 June.

26/023-6	Reading Borough Council consultation:  The Clerk explained that Reading Borough Council was holding a consultation on priorities for the allocation of the neighbourhood portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy and suggested the Parish Council should submit a response.

After discussion, it was unanimously agreed that no response from the Parish Council would be submitted.

26/024	Review of financial position and payments for January 2026:  The information had been circulated before the meeting and was noted.  

26/025	Chairman’s remarks:  Mr Taylor said the date for a social event in the next couple of months would be agreed with Mrs Manghnani.  He also felt the Parish Council needed to agree its position in regard to the Neighbourhood Development Plan, and asked that this be included on the next agenda.

He thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.

The meeting finished at 9.30pm

The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 10 March 2026

Chairman

Appendix A – Planning decisions 

25/20739/HOUSE	1 Barefoot Close, Tilehurst	Granted 
	Single storey extension replacing existing conservatory

25/02492/HOUSE 	42 Fullbrook Crescent, Tilehurst	Granted 
	Two storey side extension and part garage conversion

25/02714/CERTP	16 Somerset Walk, Tilehurst	Refused

25/02340/HOUSE 	1 Clanfield Crescent, Tilehurst	Granted
	Single storey side extension following demolition of the existing porch.  New detached garage following demolition of existing detached garage.  New close-boarded timber fence

26/00192/COND	Stoneham Grove Care Home, Tilehurst	Approved
	Application for approval of details reserved by condition 16 (BREEAM) of approved 24/00389/FULMAJ






Appendix B – New Planning applications 

[bookmark: _Hlk163565140][bookmark: _Hlk161214067]25/02905/FUL	West Drive, Calcot Park, Calcot
	Proposed erection of seven dwellings including associated parking, tree works and landscaping on land east of West Drive, Calcot Park
This Council objects to the proposal for the following reasons:
· A suitable Highways strategy needs to be in place to address issues of inadequate parking, access to and from the A4 Bath Road, and improvements to internal road structure
· Parking access is unsuitable given the restrictions of the single track road
· The single track roads are inadequate for heavy construction vehicles
· The five-year traffic assessment includes only a low number of accidents.  It would be more representative to cover a longer period of, say, 15 years, in which we believe there have been four fatalities on this stretch of the A4, including one in the last few months
· SuDS comments and requirements need to be met
· Plot 7 is too close to the golf course
· There is risk of golf balls damaging the new properties
· Ecology and environment – this is valuable habitat for a variety of flora, fauna and wildlife including badgers and bats, and more consideration needs to be given to ways to protect and preserve it
· A tree with a protection order on it seems to have been removed
· There are concerns that trees have been removed prior to approval being given, which means the plans submitted are no longer accurate

26/00045/HOUSE 	99 Warborough Avenue, Tilehurst
	First floor side and rear extension and alterations to parking
This Council has no objections to the proposal

26/00151/TPW	Calcot Park Golf Club, Calcot
	T1 – Oak: fell
	T2 – Oak: two to three metre height reduction and 1.5 to 2 metre lateral reduction.  Final height 17 to 18 metres
	T3 and T4 – 2 x windblown sweet chestnuts: section up leaving rootplate in ground
	T5 – Adjacent sweet chestnut: reduce in height by 2.5 to 3 metres.  Final height 20 to 20.5 metres
This Council objects to the proposal as it is very concerned that work to remove trees seemed to start prior to the application being decided.  This Council would like the situation to be investigated as ancient woodland, which must be preserved, is potentially affected.  There should also be oversight and monitoring by the Tree Officer of any work carried out at the site.  Hugh Fraser Drive should not be used for access parking of contractor’s vehicles.

26/00166/HOUSE 	17 Conifer Drive, Tilehurst
	Replace existing boundary fence of 1,370mm to new fence (and gates) 1,980mm high
This Council has no objections to the proposal

26/00168/HOUSE 	62 Longworth Avenue, Tilehurst
	Part two-storey part single storey rear extension, first floor side extension, front porch extension and associated internal alterations
This Council objects to the proposal as it would be overdevelopment of the site and would have negative impact on neighbouring properties.  As per comments on the previous application, further clarification about the off-road parking situation is needed.


Appendix C – Ms J Stewart’s District Councillor’s report

Council – met on 29 January to discuss requisition to the Chairman of Council.  The next meeting will be on Thursday 26 February.

Council’s Financial Troubles – in 2025, WBC was granted Exceptional Financial Support (EFS) to help balance its budget. Part of the agreement was that Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) would investigate WBC’s spending.  The report strongly criticised the current administration’s financial management. The Leader and Executive rejected the report’s findings.

This year, WBC is still in difficulties and, having rejected the findings of CIPFA’s report, is likely to need to ask for another government bailout.  At WBC’s meeting on 29 January, the administration proposed a motion to ask the Leader to write a letter requesting help. 

Executive – met on 29 January to discuss potential redundancies – establishment changes.  The next meeting is on 12 February.

Community

Pension Credit – WBC has written to residents it believes could be eligible for Pension Credit, a benefit that tops up income for people over State Pension age.  Residents can call the Pension Credit claim line: 0800 99 1234 or WBC on 01635 551111 to confirm the letter and help find support.  

Libraries providing value – a new report has shown that libraries in West Berkshire deliver over £12,000 in value each year by supporting mental health and wellbeing through provision of volunteering opportunities, particularly among older people.

Calcot Park Golf Course – essential tree works are being carried out.  Some residents have concerns about the extent of the work and contacted Ward Councillors about it.  

Bin lorry fire – in January, a bin lorry caught fire after lithium ion batteries in household rubbish caught fire.  No batteries should be put in the general rubbish, they should be taken to a waste centre or left in a clear bag on top of the black wheelie bin for collection.

Radio Teleswitch Service (RTS) – meters are being phased out and replaced with smart meters.  Energy suppliers will contact affected householders to book installation.  

Public protection

Underage sale test purchases – 15-16 year old residents are invited to join Public Protection Partnership’s underage sales test purchasing programme. 

New chickenpox protection for children – from January, the NHS added chickenpox to routine vaccinations through the new MMRV (measles, mumps, rubella, varicella) jab

Current Consultation – Draft Planning Enforcement Plan (June 2025)

Parish matters 
Consultation on proposals for local government reorganisation is open until 26 March.


Appendix D – Mr C Taylor’s District Councillor’s report
This report covers January and February.  I have attended the following meetings: 
· December Eastern Area Planning and site visits.  None of the applications were in Tilehurst. 
· December Licensing meeting to discuss taxi trade policy.  I spoke and voted against adopting the new policy as I felt there were too many outstanding issues.  However, only myself and the Green councillor shared this view and we were defeated. 
· December WBC Exec – I attended to ask a question on the lack of progress with the Calcot Schools rebuilding. I obtained a commitment to have a meeting with the school but the Exec said assurance is needed from Reading Borough Council on future funding should the school move into Reading, I await a response from RBC.  At the same meeting I raised several questions about creation of a new Youth Council which I welcome but wonder whether lessons had been learned from the previous Youth Council’s failure.  
· Meetings of the full governing board and finance subcommittee of Calcot Schools.  I noted an expected reduction in the intake in pupil numbers in 2026 (largely due to lower birth rate) which will affect many schools and have a negative financial impact. 
· January WBC Exec – held to approve a significant redundancy programme.  All minority group members attended and raised questions.  I'd requested input from Unison officers and sought assurance that there would be formal consultation with the union if redundancies were to proceed.  This assurance was given and as expected the Exec voted to proceed with the redundancies. 
· January Full Council - I attended with the Minority Group team and found we were the only opposition present. The main debate was on WBC's financial situation and a motion to write to the two local MPs and ministers requesting a rethink of local government funding allocations. I was one of only two councillors to abstain (none voted against) arguing that six weeks had passed since the government announcement and that I had lobbied our MP, Olivia Bailey, immediately after the December decision . The Lib Dem administration appears to be ignoring a recent critical CIPFA report on WBC's finances. 
On local ward-based issues I have been dealing with the following: 
· Complaints about tree felling at three areas on Calcot Golf Course. I was able to stop inappropriate road access from Hugh Fraser Drive, a cul-de-sac off Langley Hill. I am advising several residents on this as well as alerting tree officers and planning enforcement. Calcot Parish Councillor, Sandra Vickers, has also been very active in dealing with this and handling many complaints. 
· With Olivia Bailey MP, involved in resolving a significant billing dispute with Thames Water affecting many homes in Tilehurst Birch Copse. It arose from delayed billing and resulted in those affected receiving discounts and time to pay. 
· St Pauls School, City Road – attended a meeting with Malcolm Powers, representing Olivia Bailey, to discuss parking enforcement and traffic calming measures to resolve safety concerns near the school.
· Safer Schools Scheme, Springfield School - I spoke with local residents and attended a meeting to review survey feedback, with Cllr Stewart. There was a mix of views and much of the feedback was negative. It was, however, agreed to continue with the scheme and to pursue alternative parking initiatives and parking enforcement. 
· Good progress has been made in setting up a residents’ association at Garston Park. I am now planning a meeting of interested residents to set up the association in March. I have drafted a constitution in conjunction with interested residents. 
· Met a resident in Warborough Ave to review potholes and road condition near Birch Cope School following the recent rejection of three "report a problem" cases. Some progress has been made and there are plans to address this in 2026-27 road improvements.
· Handling a complex new case with Sovereign Housing relating to hoarding/home safety.
· Dealing with two street light failures in Starlings Drive following a complaint rejected by WBC.  Following contact with the contractor it is scheduled to be fixed by early March. 




Appendix E – Clerk’s report
[bookmark: _Hlk184298677]
1.0	Background

1.1	This report provides information about activities undertaken by the Clerk and other team members and gives updates on matters of relevance to the Council.

2.0	Activity updates

2.1	The new Facilities Assistant, Mark Ilsley, started on Monday 2 February and the induction is being carried.

3.0	Audit and finance

3.1	The Clerk and the Council’s accountant will carry out the 2025-26 financial year-end closedown on Tuesday 7 April 2026

4.0	Other matters

4.1 	Despite notices in the West Berkshire Residents’ Bulletins, there has been significant concern by residents about tree work, clearance and landscaping being carried out at Calcot Park Golf Club.  

4.2	The Clerk attended the SLCC Annual Conference in Burton on Trent on Wednesday 28 and Thursday 29 January.  While there, she was able to talk to the parish solicitors about the Cotswold Sports Centre leases as they were in attendance as an exhibitor.

4.3	A second resident has contacted the Clerk about issues with the floodlights at the 3G playing surface at the Cotswold Sports Centre, also reporting an occasion when they were left on all night.  The Clerk contacted West Berkshire Council, who said to pass all complaints direct to them.

4.4	Ms Stewart and the Clerk attended a meeting with representatives from West Berkshire Council to discuss proposals concerning the future use of the Greenfield House Resource Centre.

5.0	Priorities for February 2026 – this item gives information on priorities for the Clerk and officers over the coming month(s).

5.1	Cotswold Sports Centre
· Reviewing leases for the sports centre, overflow car park and tennis courts
· Reviewing the supplemental agreement which forms the basis of the Parish’s contribution towards the running and maintenance of the sports centre

5.2	The Clerk and an Officer to meet with Everyone Active and West Berkshire Council to discuss how to improve the Cotswold Sports Centre’s Energy Performance rating.  

5.3	Calcot Centre repairs
· Progressing repairs to the Main Hall kitchen wall.  Additional quotes have been received and submitted to the third party’s insurance company
· Seeking quotes and progressing repairs to the changing room end of the building

5.4	Vision ICT will review the web site to ensure compliance with all Assertion 10 requirements. 

6.0	Further reports 

6.1	The Clerk will provide further updates at the meeting as necessary.

6.2	Members are asked to note this report.
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