Clir Tony Linden (West Berkshire Council, Tilehurst Birch Copse Ward)

West Berkshire Council

Council Meetings
Meeting on 3 March

The March council meeting will focus entirely on setting the 2020/21 budget and can be anticipated
to be a long affair. You will no doubt have seen the media this week and you can watch out for the
budget papers coming out shortly.

Minerals and Waste Local Plan

The proposed Minerals and Waste Local Plan was due to be discussed at the main meeting on
9 January but one site (at Wasing) was withdrawn at the eleventh hour, so the plan has been put
back.

Plastics and waste petition

As anticipated in last month’s report a petition on plastics recycling was debated in the main council
meeting. The report by officers recognised the thrust of the desire for more plastics recycling but
commented that:

e WABCis currently one of the better performing local authorities in England for recycling;

e (as detailed in last month’s report) it would cost WBC up to £1m for the necessary
modifications at Padworth;

e (also as detailed last month) collecting the materials is one thing, finding a viable and
environmentally sustainable destination for it quite another.

The report recommended, and council agreed, that there were no changes to the existing collection
service for plastic waste until there is further clarity from HMG on emerging waste collection
requirements, funding options and the development of established markets for such additional
materials.

In the meantime, WBC will actively explore options for the separate collection of food waste at the
kerbside. This will achieve considerably more environmental benefits and value for money for
council tax payers.

Additionally, it is intended to improve on communications and education initiatives, so that
residents are better informed on what WBC is doing to achieve greater recycling and how they can
continue to support this.

Pavement parking motion

A motion recognising concerns about pavement obstruction was passed, seeking (amongst other
things) to look to parish councils to champion an awareness campaign for considerate parking in
their parishes. We will seek to provide parishes with some assets and for your ward member to

engage with you in this process.

How the motion can be implemented and supported will be one of the discussion topics at the
District Parish Conference in March (more below).



Community Conversations - Environment

As part of the consultation on the draft Environment Strategy referred to last month, parishes
should all have had the opportunity to put forward a representative to the conversations which
were held at Shaw House on either Monday 3 February at 18:00 or Tuesday 4 February at 09:30.

Additionally WBC will be holding brief drop-in sessions on Monday 10 and Tuesday 11 February
across selected district libraries to raise awareness of the strategy with residents who may not be as
highly engaged in environment matters.

Officers are also considering how best to hear the views of the district’s young people and will be
working closely with colleagues to engage with those pupils in education.

Environment Strategy consultation is now live until 21 February

The draft strategy covering the period 2020-30 is now out for public consultation.
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/draftenvironmentstrategy Comments on the strategy are welcomed
from a wide range of respondents so please do highlight this consultation amongst residents.

Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA)

The HELAA is the latest stage of the West Berkshire Local Plan Review to 2036.

All local planning authorities are required by national planning policy and guidance to maintain an
up-to-date picture of the amount of land that is available for new development, including land for
housing and economic development — this is the HELAA.

The HELAA will help in the preparation of the review of the Local Plan by identifying potential sites
for new homes, employment and other land uses. It shows which sites are being promoted for
development at a particular time (and will be updated regularly). The HELAA will replace the
Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment which identified potential sites for new homes as
part of the current Local Plan (2006-26). The HELAA indicates a capacity to provide between 20,261
and 20,317 dwellings from 2019 to 2036 in the district — “When considered against identified need,
this means there is a no shortfall up to 2036.”

The latest update includes an interactive map showing the various sites that have been put forward
(whether under the current local plan or in anticipation of the new one) and how WBC views them.

The sites identified include Grazeley but nb “/t should be noted that as of January 2020, the notified
safety zones (in this case called the Detailed Emergency Planning Zones) for AWE Aldermaston and
AWE Burghfield are being reviewed. The outcome of the review is expected in May 2020, and could
impact on the suitability of some sites.”

More information, including the HELAA itself and a link to the interactive map, can be found at
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/helaa

District Parish Conference

A reminder that the next conference is on 12 March. Invitations have been circulated. Come along
to hear amongst other things ClIr Tim Ansell (Chairman, Burghfield PC) speak to the assembled
masses about not declaring a climate emergency.


https://info.westberks.gov.uk/draftenvironmentstrategy
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/helaa

Local Matters

Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust

The Trust has been assessed as Good by the Care Quality Commission, so congratulations to all the
staff.

Thames Valley Police

Amongst other things, the latest bulletin from Matthew Barker, the Deputy Police & Crime
Commissioner, includes an article about TVP bidding for 280 more Tasers from a new £10m ring-
fenced fund set up by the Home Office (280 is the maximum available for Thames Valley under the
scheme).

According to Matthew, TVP has seen a significant increase in the number of Taser trained officers in
recent years and the planned uplift is a proportionate response to maintain the fundamental
principle of unarmed policing whilst ensuring that officers have the equipment they need to protect
themselves and the public.

Parishes

Setting a precept and declarations of interest/dispensations

What follows is the view of Sarah Clarke, the WBC Monitoring Officer.

A reminder that most parish councillors involved in a budget meeting that seeks to agree a precept
will have a declarable pecuniary interest (DPI) in the agenda item (usually because they are a council
tax payer within the parish) in respect of which they will need a formal dispensation if they are to
take part in the meeting and vote (indeed, if they are to even stay in the room for the debate) —
there needs to be a written application to the Clerk for a dispensation by each affected parish
councillor and formal agreement by the council whether to grant a block dispensation (eg because
the PC believes that the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting
would impede the transaction of the business) — see s.33(1) Localism Act 2011
(www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/section/33/enacted).

Other matters

Parish Spring clean

It's that time of year again and the ward members look forward to your invitation to join you with
your letter picks! The Council will assist you with your positive news stories. If you have not yet
organised your community and need to book your litter pick tool kit please get in touch with our
Customer Service Team on 01635 551111. https://info.westberks.gov.uk/communitylitterpick



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/section/33/enacted
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/communitylitterpick

